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created a Paradise for the English-speaking race.
His instinct for acceptable terms which might be-
come current coin was unusually sure, and, as Mr.
Gordon says, his sensitiveness c to the quality, the
habits, and the history of the words he played with
was a trained gift.3 And Shakespeare possessed an
even rarer gift, which can be best described by an-
other quotation from Mr. George Gordon's little
masterpiece, Shakespeare's English,1 his genius, namely,
in the manipulation and development of meaning.

It is exercised with habitual felicity on the
commonest expressions in the language, and is an
abstract of that shaping power exerted daily and
almost unconsciously by every nation of speakers.
The miracle is to see so communal an engine in
private hands. Shakespeare possessed this power
in a degree never approached before or since by
any Englishman, or perhaps by any individual
mind ; he seems, as he employs it, to be doing the
work of a whole people.

Thus Shakespeare became, as I have said, the
great Lord of Language, the most expressive, the
most articulate of human beings.

What words or tongue of Seraph can suffice?

Raphael replied to Adam when our first parent
asked that Archangel to recount the mighty record
of God's creation of the world ; and indeed, if ever
there was a tongue which could suffice to tell of the
wonders of this created world, that Seraph's tongue
1 S.P.E. Tract, JVb. XXIX, Oxford Press, 1928.